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*'    PROF.  GRANVILLE  W.  HOUGH 

3438-B  BAHIA  BLANCA  WEST 

I  AGUNA  HILLS,  CA  92653 
REYNOLDS   HISTORlCALLAbU,MM 

GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 

Diary  of  a  Soldier  in  Grant's  Rear  Guard 

(1862-1863) 

Edited  by  Granville  W.  Hough 

Francis  Marion  Johnson  enrolled  as  principal  musician  of  the 
Thirty-second  Regiment,  Illinois  Infantry,  on  September  3, 1861. 
He  was  born  in  Alton,  Madison  County,  Illinois;  on  enrollment, 
he  was  twenty  years  old,  5 '8",  with  hazel  eyes  and  brown  hair,  by 
occupation  a  brick  mason.  Most  of  Johnson's  service  was  in  nor- 
thern Mississippi  and  western  Tennessee.  Two  sections  of  his 
diary  illustrate  the  typical  soldier's  life  on  that  front.  The  first 
lection  begins  with  his  departure  from  home  to  join  his  regiment 
!m  May  21,  1862,  and  ends  August,  1862.  The  second  portion 
begins  on  September  3,  1862,  and  ends  when  Johnson  was 
lischarged  on  February  14,  1863,  at  Bray's  Station,  Tennessee. 
There  is  no  diary  covering  the  first  eight  months  of  his  service, 
ilthough  there  are  indications  Johnson  saw  action  at  Fort  Henry 
and  Shiloh  before  he  began  those  portions  of  his  diary. 

In  1864  Johnson  reenlisted  and  served  for  one  hundred  days 
is  principal  musician  of  the  135th  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer 
[nfantry.  The  regiment  was  a  backup  for  General  Sherman's 
march  through  Georgia,  but  the  regiment  was  not  needed  and 
was  discharged.  There  is  no  extant  diary  for  that  service. 

Johnson  was  well  educated  for  his  time.  After  his  discharge 
he  attended  Shurtleff  College  in  Alton,  Illinois.  His  father  may 
have  paid  for  his  attendance  by  providing  brick  to  the  college. 
Johnson's  report  card  shows  scores  in  arithmetic  and  grammar, 
suggesting  Shurleff  College  was  something  like  a  high  school. 
The  diary,  written  several  years  earlier,  was  based  on  keen 
perceptions  developed  in  grade  or  elementary  school  and  normal 
life  of  the  times.  This  transcript  is  presented  in  the  writer's  form, 


Mr.  Hough  is  professor  of  management  at  California  State  University  at  Fullerton.  Josephine 
Webster  and  Lauretta  Wright  collaborated  with  him  on  this  project. 
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spelling,  and  punctuation.  "The  Thirty-Second  Illinois/ '  a  poem 
by  William  Owens,  Co.  F,  Thirty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  is 
quoted  below  to  set  the  stage  for  the  diary  events: 

The  Thirty  Second  Illinois. 

Come  all  ye  sons  of  Illinois, 
And  I  will  tell  to  you, 
Of  some  hard  and  Bloody  Battles, 
Fought  by  the  Thirty  Two! 

It  was  on  Shiloh's  Bloody  Field, 
The  6th  of  April  Sixty  Two, 
The  Rebels  first  Began  to  dread, 
The  Gallant  Thirty  Two. 

When  sorely  pressed  by  Rebel  hordes, 
Our  supports  they  all  withdrew, 
The  Brunt  of  Battle  then  devolved, 
Upon  the  gallant  Thirty  Two. 

Now  its  of  the  Gallant  Colonel  Logan, 

Who  to  the  Flag  proved  true, 

A  Braver  man  we  would  not  have, 
AHea  County  Public  Library       To  command  the  Thirty  Two 


Ft  Wayne,  Indiana 


And  he  deserves  to  be  promoted, 
For  the  gallant  deeds  he's  done, 
And  let  him  take  position, 
Among  the  Bravest  Men. 

There  was  Leutenant  Colonel  Ross, 
One  of  the  Bravest  of  the  day. 
He  there  received  a  mortal  Wound, 
On  that  memorable  Sabbath  Day. 

He  was  a  brave  and  gallant  man, 
But  his  Fighting  now  is  done, 
And  his  Friends  may  well  feel  proud, 
Of  the  name  that  he  has  won. 

Not  only  did  we  fight  at  Shiloh, 
But  we  fought  at  Hatchie  too. 
And  Prices  hordes  were  put  to  flight, 
By  the  Fighting  Thirty  Two. 

Twas  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 

Of  October.  Sixty  Two. 

The  Bridge  was  crossed  through  shot  &  shell. 

By  the  Illinois  Thirty  Two. 

We  drove  them  back  to  Mattamoras, 
And  there  they  made  a  stand, 
But  Gen.  Hurlbut  made  a  charge, 
With  his  gallant  little  Band. 


DIARY  OF  A  SOLDIER  IN  GRANTS  REAR  GUARD  196 

2240^57 

We  took  their  Field  Artillery, 
When  they  were  put  to  flight. 
These  with  three  hundred  Prisoners, 
Were  the  fruits  of  Hatchie  Fight. 

And  now  the  Battle's  over, 
And  a  glorious  victory  won, 
Gained  by  Iowa  and  Indiana 
And  the  Brave  Illinois  Sons. 

Francis  M.  Johnson. 


May  21st.  I,  Cos  [cousins]  Andrew,  &  C.  Christy,  left  home  the 
21st  for  the  Regt.  which  was  near  Corinth,  Miss,  in  Gen.  Grants 
Army.  We  went  to  St.  Louis  and  got  aboard  of  the  Steamer 
South  West,  in  company  of  several  others  of  the  same  Regt. 

May  22.  We  reached  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  I  went  ashore  and 
visited  the  fortifications  &  General  Ashmans  devision  were 
there,  and  were  getting  aboard  of  Transports  for  the  Tennessee 
River. 

May  23.  Passed  Cairo,  Ills,  and  at  4  P.M.  arrived  at  Paducah,  KY. 
Weather  Warm. 

May  24.  Passed  Fort's  Henry  &  Hymen,  Tennessee,  where  We 
were  formerly  camped.  A  part  of  Curtisses'  Cavalry  were  there 
and  some  Ohio  Regt.  The  weather  was  warm  &  dry. 

May  25.  Passed  Savannah  Tenn.  and  reached  Pittsburg  Landing 
at  10.  A.M.  three  Gun  Boats  were  lying  there,  also  several  Regts. 
At  11.  A.M.  We  six  in  all  started  for  the  Regt.  which  was  with  the 
Army  near  Corinth.  We  passed  by  our  old  camps,  and  they  were 
desolate  looking,  in  fact  the  whole  Battleground  was.  here  and 
there  you  would  see  an  old  Muskett  or  Bayonett,  and  Belts,  Car- 
tridge Boxes  &  a  broken  Artillery  Cassion,  an  Ambulance  or 
Wagon,  and  in  numerous  places  the  long  thrown  up  ridges  of 
Earth,  marking  the  Burrying  places  of  the  different  Regts.  about 
12.  Oclock  we  reached  the  large  Spring  by  the  Shiloh  Church, 
where  We  took  a  slight  dinner.  We  walked  on,  the  ground  being 
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hilly,  till  We  came  to  the  Rear  Pickett  Guard,  8  or  9  miles  from 
Corinth.  We  there  helped  a  teamster  out  of  a  bad  place  with  his 
team,  and  When  We  came  to  good  roads  We  got  on  and  rode  a 
mile  or  so.  it  was  a  great  help  to  us  as  We  had  pretty  heavy  loads 
to  carry  of  things.  We  were  taking  to  the  Boys  etc.  At  Sun  set  We 
reached  Logans  Devision  and  found  we  had  taken  the  wrong 
road.  We  walked  back  about  3  miles  to  the  other  road  and  it  being 
dark  We  made  us  a  rail  Pen  and  crawled  in  and  slept. 

May  26.  We  crawled  out  early  next  morn  the  26,  and  started  on 
the  road.  We  reached  our  Regt.  at  10  A.M.  and  had  a  general 
shaking  of  hands,  the  boys  were  all  right  and  glad  to  get  the 
things  We  brought.  We  found  the  Regt.  camped  in  the  front  line 
of  the  Army,  about  2  miles  from  Corinth.  The  Regt.  had  been 
paid  the  25  so  We  set  about  and  got  ours,  the  Pay  Master  was 
paying  of  the  3rd  Iowa. 

May  27.  We  had  to  lay  on  the  Collor  line  all  day  (the  Weather 
warm,)  while  the  2  Brigade  of  Our  4th  Devis.  Advanced  to  build 
another  line  of  Breast  works,  there  was  some  sharp  Cannonading 
and  some  Infantry  fighting  and  the  Pickett s  kept  up  a  steady  fir- 
ing day  &  night. 

May  28.  We  had  orders  to  move  to  the  New  Breast  works,  which 
We  did  leaving  Our  tents,  they  were  not  quite  a  mile  from  the 
Rebel  Works,  and  at  some  places  were  in  sight.  The  Pickets  kept 
up  a  steady  firing  all  day. 

May  29.  A  heavy  noise  like  explosions  or  heavy  Cannonading  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Corinth,  which  continued  for  some  time. 
We  thought  it  was  the  Rebels  and  Pope  shelling  each  other,  as 
We  had  heard  the  fighting  was  to  commence  the  29.  The  camps 
were  all  commotion  getting  ready.  It  was  not  long  before  we  had 
the  News  that  Corinth  was  Evacuated  and  the  explosions  were 
the  blowing  up  of  the  Magazines  etc.  The  9th  and  12th  Ills. 
Regts.  In  company  of  a  number  of  Regts.  started  to  catch  the 
retreating  Foe,  about  8  A.M.  Our  Regt.  &  Devision  went  as  far  as 
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the  Breast  Works  of  the  Rebs  when  we  were  ordered  back  to 
camp  as  sufficient  force  had  been  sent  out  so  we  turned  and  went 
back,  the  day  was  very  warm  and  the  roads  verry  dusty.  All  day 
long  prisoners  were  brought  in  in  squads  of  5  &  6  etc. 

May  30th.  Day  verry  warm.  We  the  4th  devision  were  on  Review 
today  by  Gen.  Hurlbut.  We  were  reviewed  in  the  old  fields  bet- 
ween Our  Earth  works  &  the  Rebels.  The  News  is  that  Gen.  Pope 
and  other  parts  of  the  Army  were  still  pursuing  the  Rebels,  down 
in  Mississippi  and  had  cut  of  a  train  of  Cars  by  burning  a  bridge, 
prisoners  still  coming  in.  We  put  up  our  Tents  and  prepared  to 
camp  &  dug  some  wells  near  an  old  creek  bed. 

May  31st  Warm,  Nothing  unusial.  The  Boys  are  scouting  around 
seeing  what  is  to  be  seen.  No  News  from  Pope. 

June  1st.  Warm.  I  spent  my  time  on  rambling  around  between 
the  two  Breast  works  till  Noon,  about  4  Oclock  P.M.  We  received 
Orders  to  march  immediately  three  days  rations,  and  leave 
everything  but  blankets  behind.  We  were  soon  on  our  way  and 
had  marched  through  the  Rebel  Breast  works  when  We  halted 
for  Shermans  devision  to  pass  us.  And  the  rain  commenced  to 
pour  down,  wetting  the  boys.  I  had  a  good  Rubber  blanket  and 
keep  my  back  dry.  We  had  to  wait  near  two  hours,  and  the  rain 
falling  heavy  &  fast.  We  marched  through  Corinth  at  dusk 
through  mud  &  water,  the  town  is  on  flat  ground  and  is  pretty 
good  size.  We  left  Corinth  taking  the  road  leading  west.  We  pro- 
ceeded about  2  miles  and  halted  by  the  side  of  the  road  till  morn- 
ing as  twas  to  dark  to  proceed  farther,  about  one  hundred 
Prisoners  were  marched  past  for  Corinth,  was  raining  torrents 

June  2nd.  We  started  early  this  morn,  the  day  being  clear.  We 
went  into  Camp  about  Noon  on  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.R.  7 
or  8  miles  from  Corinth.  The  day  being  verry  warm.  We  built  us 
brush  houses  as  the  tents  had  not  come  up. 
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June  3rd.  Verry  Warm.  Orders  were  sent  back  for  the  Tents. 
Some  of  the  Boys  went  back  and  brought  up  some  Grub.  A  train 
passed  by  with  troops  to  repair  the  R.  Road. 

June  4th.  Warm.  We  had  a  heavy  rain  last  night  the  Boys  got 
good  &  wet.  My  blanket  kept  me  dry.  The  Tents  etc.  came  up  to- 
day, and  we  went  into  Camp.  Nothing  unusial  occured  from  this 
date,  till  the  10.  except  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Glenn  from  Alton  to  see 
his  Son,  which  was  on  the  6th.  the  weather  was  fine. 

June  10th.  We  had  orders  last  night  eve  to  be  ready  to  march  this 
morn.  Mr.  Glenn  left  yesterday  evening.  I  &  Andrew  send  $45.00 
a  piece  home  by  him.  We  started  on  the  march  about  9  A.M.  the 
day  being  a  verry  warm  one.  The  Country  was  verry  hilly,  the 
road  running  on  ridges  near  the  shape  of  the  letter  S.  We  went  up 
one  hill  that  was  3A  of  a  mi.  long,  and  on  going  down  on  the  other 
side  came  to  the  Tuscumbia  River,  Where  We  halted  for  the 
Bridge  to  be  repaired  and  eat  dinner.  About  two  P.M.  We  marched 
on,  (Shermans  de vision  stopped  there.)  a  little  before  Sundown 
We  reached  the  Hatchee  river  where  We  Bivouacked,  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  12.  The  river  here  runs  North  westerly,  and  there 
was  a  swampy  bottom  between  the  hills  where  We  camped  &  the 
River  about  a  100  yards  wide.  Our  camping  ground  Occupied  two 
large  fields,  the  road  running  between  them,  east  &  west.  We 
were  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  There  was  a  pretty  considerable 
Orchard  there  and  We  made  Stews  out  of  the  fruit.  We  drew  plen- 
ty of  Sugar  from  the  Commissary  and  it  made  the  apples  quite 
good  with  hard  tack. 

June  12.  We  again  drew  rations  and  after  Shermans  devision  had 
passed  We  followed,  it  being  near  Sundown.  In  the  river  bottom 
We  halted  till  the  teams  crossed  the  Bridge.  I  walked  down  to  the 
river  to  get  my  Canteen  full  of  water,  while  there  a  crowd  came 
rolling  a  barrel  before  them  to  the  edge  of  the  river  and  knocking 
out  the  bung  began  to  catch  the  Ale  (it  was  an  ale  Barel)  in  thier 
tin  cups,  an  Irishman  of  the  5th  Ohio  Cavalry  tried  to  make  the 
boys  pay  him  for  it  which  they  would  not  do,  as  they  had  stole  it 
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from  the  Sutler  of  the  5.O.V.C.  and  the  Irishman  was  the 
ringleader  and  thought  to  get  pay.  He  then  ran  up  and  told  the 
Sutler  who  came  down  in  a  big  hurry,  but  all  the  Ale  was  gone. 
The  Irishman  tried  to  lay  it  on  some  of  the  Boys  and  an  old  man 
of  the  28.  Ills,  called  him  a  liar,  and  the  Paddy  made  at  him  and 
was  received  with  the  old  mans  Musket  across  his  head.  They 
clinched  and  the  old  Man  was  getting  the  better  of  him  when 
some  Officers  parted  them,  thus  ended  the  hatchee  fight.  We 
went  that  eve  about  3  miles  to  big  Muddy  river  and  camped  till 
morn. 

June  13th.  We  moved  on  next  morn  early.  We  stopped  for  a  short 
for  the  teams  to  get  in  line  and  the  5  O.V.C.  Sutter  had  his  Shop 
up  selling  Ale,  Tripe  etc.  and  had  a  keg  of  pretty  good  Butter  set- 
ting near  the  edge  of  the  tent.  I  and  another  fellow  got  a  tin  cup 
full  of  it  by  slight,  and  it  made  our  hard  tack  eat  better. 

We  marched  pretty  hard  all  day  the  heat  was  excessive  and 
the  dust  nearly  choked  us,  and  water  was  not  to  be  had.  We 
camped  that  night  at  a  creek  called  Clear  Spring  creek  and  there 
was  plenty  of  nice  cold  Springs.  Just  before  reaching  our  camp- 
ing ground  We  came  to  an  old  School  house  where  a  number  of 
Citizens  had  been  holding  a  Union  Meeting  they  gave  us  a  hearty 
welcome.  One  old  fellow  called  for  Gods  sake  give  us  Yankee  doo- 
dle, and  when  We  struck  up  on  it  he  hauls  of  his  old  Beaver  & 
gives  three  cheers  for  it,  he  said  it  was  some  time  since  he  had 
heard  it  played. 

June  14th.  We  did  not  start  till  3  P.M.  the  day  is  verry  warm,  and 
We  were  visited  by  numbers  of  professed  Unionists.  We  marched 
about  five  miles  and  camped  on  a  creek,  name  unknown. 

June  15th.  We  started  early  this  morn  in  order  to  reach  Grand 
Junction,  the  Roads  were  verry  dusty  and  weather  hot,  and  no 
water  along  the  road,  a  number  were  Sun  Struck  on  the  route.  We 
marched  through  Grand  Junction  about  2  P.M.  It  is  a  small  town 
situated  on  high  level  ground.  The  M.  &  C.  and  Mississippi  Cen- 
tral R.  Roads  cross  each  other  here.  We  marched  about  3  mi. 
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south  to  Silver  Creek  and  camped,  the  men  suffered  on  that  days 
march.  Men  offered  50  cts  for  a  swallow  of  water,  but  all  were  in 
the  same  fix,  none  to  be  had. 

Gen.  Sherman  went  on  to  Lagrange.  We  stopped  on  Silver 
creek  till  Sunday,  the  22nd,  the  weather  being  verry  warm  and 
We  had  several  rains,  on  the  eve  of  the  17,  June  the  2nd  Brigade 
went  to  Holly  Springs  captured  several  Niggers,  and  burned  the 
R.R.  Bridge  and  arrived  back  the  eve  of  June  19. 

June  22nd  We,  the  4th  devision  marched  to  Lagrange,  Tenn.  a 
distance  of  6  miles.  We  got  there  at  11  A.M.  Gen  Sherman  had 
gone  on  to  Moscow  9  mis.  distant.  Lagrange  is  a  pretty  nice  town 
situated  on  a  high  hill  from  which  you  can  have  a  fine  view  of  the 
Country  southwards.  The  top  of  the  high  bluff  is  level  and  runs 
back  in  the  Country.  We  camped  on  the  Wolfe  river  at  the  base  of 
the  hill  the  soil  was  sandy  and  was  covered  with  June  &  Cypress 
trees,  along  the  bottom  of  the  river  were  plenty  of  Blackberries 
which  we  got  to  eat,  stewing  them,  and  milking  Cows  to  mix  the 
milk  with  them  making  a  nice  dish. 

On  our  leaving  Our  Camp  near  Corinth,  We  had  to  leave  all 
but  two  wall  tents  one  for  the  Officers  &  one  for  the  Orderly  &  his 
Mess,  so  We  had  to  go  without  any  shelter  but  such  as  We  made. 
We  staid  in  the  bottom  camp  till  the  29th  June,  living  in  brush 
houses  made  of  pine  boughs.  The  weather  was  verry  warm 
especially  there  where  no  wind  could  stir.  Part  of  the  time  We 
had  hard  fare  to  eat  as  We  were  on  hard  tack  &  Pork,  and  no 
foraging  allowed.  On  the  26  &  27th  Squads  of  Contrabands  20  or 
more  in  gangs  came  in,  chased  by  Bloodhounds  &  Rebel  Cav. 
from  Holly-Springs,  and  below,  and  gave  out  that  a  large  Rebel 
force  were  advancing  on  us  and  that  the  Cavalry  were  driving  the 
Contras.  South.  Gen.  Hurlbut  had  the  Wagons  sent  back,  North 
of  Lagrange,  and  We  were  kept  in  readiness  for  them.  The  night 
of  the  27,  We  had  to  lay  on  arms  all  night,  on  the  29  June  We 
moved  camp  on  the  side  of  the  hill  west  of  town.  On  the  30th 
June. 
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June  30th.  We  marched  towards  Holly  Springs,  leaving  Baggage 
behind.  We  started  about  5  P.M.  and  marched  to  Lamar  Church 
by  10  P.M.  12  miles  in  all.  We  Bivouacked  in  an  old  field  till 
morn,  that  night  it  rained.  My  blanket  kept  me  dry.  We  marched 
on  to 

July  1.  Cold  Water  July  1st,  reaching  there  at  2  P.M.  Here  We 
found  Sherman  was  ahead  of  us  for  We  heard  him  Cannonading, 
he  was  Shelling  some  Reb.  Cavalry  near  the  town.  A  Company  of 
the  4  Ills.  Cav.  while  advancing  ahead,  asked  a  man  standing  in 
his  doorway  if  any  Rebes  were  ahead,  he  said  no.  this  was  near 
Cold  Water  Creek,  on  our  Men  nearing  the  creek  they  were  fired 
on  from  the  thickets  &  one  killed  and  several  wounded,  our  Cav. 
routed  the  Rebels  &  captured  some  and  with  them  this  man  they 
had  passed  a  short  time  before.  I  heard  afterwards  he  was  hung. 
Sherman  went  on  in  Holly  Springs  and  Our  devision  Camped  on 
coldwater  creek,  the  news  was  that  the  Rebs  had  fell  back  to 
Waterford,  8  miles. 

July  2nd.  Last  eve.  two  Regts.  were  ordered  to  go  back  to 
Lagrange  to  start  early  in  the  morn,  as  the  report  was  that  the 
Rebels  were  getting  in  our  rear  to  burn  it.  (that  is  a  Cav.  force) 
We  started  this  morn  (the  2)  at  2  Oclock.  Our  Regt.  &  the  53rd  In- 
diana, for  Lagrange,  while  the  rest  went  on  to  Holly  Springs.  We 
reached  Lamar  Church  by  Sun  rise,  distance  7  miles,  where  We 
eat  breakfast.  I  had  doughnuts  Coffee  &  meat,  as  our  Cook  cooked 
us  some  doughnuts  last  night  Which  eat  first  rate.  We  had  more 
privileges  on  this  march  than  when  with  devision  as  We  stopped 
at  every  house  and  got  water,  Apples  &  Garden  stuff,  and  the 
teamsters  confiscated  Mules  and  thereby  got  better  teams.  We 
reached  Lagrange  at  3  P.M.,  and  the  most  tiresome  part  of  our 
journey  was  in  the  ascent  of  the  high  sand  hill  on  which  the  town 
stands.  We  marched  through  town  and  camped  near  the  College 
east  of  town.  We  found  the  30  Ills.  &  the  78th  Ohio  Regts. 
already  there.  The  53d  Indiana  Reg.  went  on  to  Grand  junction. 
Our  camp  this  time  was  on  a  ridge  running  North  &  South,  it  was 
covered  with  a  young  growth  of  Pine  trees,  these  we  cut  down 
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and  having  but  verry  few  tents  we  used  the  boughs  etc  of  the 
Pines  to  make  huts  out  of  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  dews 
and  hot  sun  off  of  us.  We  soon  had  quite  a  nice  camp  and  also 
plenty  of  good  water. 

J.  4.  On  the  memorable  4th  of  July  1862  a  salute  was  fired  at 
Lagrange  and  one  at  the  Junction  and  after  dinner  we  marched  to 
the  public  Square  in  company  with  the  30  &  78  and  listened  until 
near  sundown  to  speeches  made  by  Leut.  Col.  Hunter  of  the  32nd 
and  the  Col.  of  the  78.  There  were  a  good  many  Citizens  present 
and  from  appearances  they  did  not  much  like  the  speeches,  the 
day  was  verry  warm  but  we  were  shaded  by  trees  and  good  grass 
to  sit  on  which  was  verry  pleasant.  The  meeting  was  broken  up  at 
5  P.M.  and  we  marched  back  to  camp  where  we  went  though  the 
general  routine  of  Camp  duties  etc. 

July  6th.  The  Devision  arrived  today  from  Holly  Springs  and 
went  into  camp  in  different  places  around  town.  On  the  7th  the 
30th  &  78  got  on  the  Cars  and  went  back  to  Jackson  to  join  there 
devision,  and  the  3rd  Iowa  Camped  on  thier  old  ground,  joining 
us  to  the  North  in  the  afternoon.  Gen.  Lawman's  Aid  rode  up  and 
read  a  dispatch  from  Richmond  stating  McClellan  was  pushing 
on  and  had  a  position  from  which  he  could  shell  the  City  etc 
which  dispatch  caused  a  great  deal  hurrahing  etc.  We  remained 
at  Lagrange  till  the  18  of  July.  The  weather  was  verry  warm  and 
nothing  of  great  interest  occured  excepting  one  afternoon  Our 
forage  train  was  run  in  by  a  party  of  Guerrillas  which  set  the 
whole  Camp  in  a  flurry.  One  thing  I  will  mention  we  had  plenty  of 
Blackberries  to  eat  while  we  were  there  and  we  also  had  fine 
times  a  Swimming,  on  the  night  of  the  17  it  rained  pretty  hard. 

July  18.  Our  devision  left  Lagrange  for  Memphis  at  2  Oclock 
P.M.  it  having  rained  in  the  forenoon.  We  reached  Moscow  at 
sundown  where  Gen.  Shermans  devision  was  camped.  We  passed 
on  across  Wolfe  river  which  runs  past  the  town  and  camped  on 
the  hills  west  of  the  river.  We  were  near  an  orchard  and  got  plen- 
ty of  Apples  etc. 
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July  19.  Shermans  devision  passed  us  this  forenoon.  We  started 
at  1  P.M.  The  day  was  pretty  warm  and  we  made  9  miles  by  Sun- 
down and  camped  at  Lafayette.  This  place  is  quite  a  small  town. 

July  20.  We  started  before  daylight  this  morn  and  about  noon  we 
passed  through  Collier- Ville.  the  day  was  Sunday  and  numbers  of 
people  were  sitting  on  the  streets  to  see  us  pass.  We  marched  15 
miles  to  Germantown  and  reached  it  at  5  Oclock  P.M.  in  a  pretty 
heavy  rain.  We  camped  North  of  town  by  some  Cornfields  with 
good  green  roasting  ears  in  them.  These  we  made  suffer  as  we 
had  stripped  them  by  morning. 

July  21st.  We  marched  to  Bundys  Station  6  miles  from  German- 
town  and  9  from  Memphis.  It  rained  pretty  hard  today  while  we 
were  on  the  march. 

July  22.  We  started  for  Memphis  about  8  Oclock,  the  heat  this 
day  was  excessive  and  the  dust  was  enough  to  almost  smother 
us.  Along  the  road  were  numbers  of  Orchards  full  of  fruit  these 
we  made  suffer.  The  Regt.  &  devision  marched  in  the  City  at  3 
P.M.  I  and  several  others  staid  out  in  some  of  the  Orchards  get- 
ting fruit.  We  went  into  town  and  walked  on  down  to  Fort  Picker- 
ing, where  the  Regt  had  stopped  for  straglers  to  come  up.  They 
soon  came  up  and  we  marched  on  down  about  a  mile  and  camped. 
This  camp  was  in  the  thick  woods  one  half  a  mile  from  the  river. 
We  staid  in  this  camp  about  one  week  when  we  moved  up 
towards  Memphis  and  camped  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of 
Fort  Pickering,  this  ground  was  not  quite  as  shady  as  that  which 
we  had  just  left.  The  14th  Ills,  occupied  our  old  grounds. 

Here  we  had  a  good  time,  not  much  duty  to  do,  plenty  of 
Pedlars  bringing  in  Melons  and  other  fruits  and  Vegetables  in 
abundance.  In  fact  they  troubled  our  boys  so  much  that  they 
would  upset  thier  loads  when  they  came  in  and  then  play  grabs. 

By  the  time  we  left  we  had  the  Peddling  Community  down  on 
the  32nd.  It  was  little  we  cared  though. 

The  weather  was  pretty  warm  and  near  the  whole  Regt.  ex- 
cept those  who  were  on  duty  would  go  down  to  the  river  and 
bathe  or  loll  around  under  the  Trees  on  the  banks. 


205  THE  JOURNAL  OF  MISSISSIPPI  HISTORY 

On  the  22nd  Aug.  We  the  32nd  marched  out  to  Wolfe  River 
bridge  for  the  purpose  of  doing  Pickett  guard  and  to  prevent  the 
Rebs  destroying  the  Bridge  as  they  had  threatened  to  do. 

We  found  the  53rd  Ills,  there  whom  we  relieved  from  duty. 
Thier  Band  had  made  use  of  an  old  cow  Shed  and  we  of  course 
done  the  same  but  not  without  causing  some  fussing  for  some  of 
the  Regt.  tried  to  maintain  they  had  as  good  right  to  it  as  the 
Musicians.  We  overruled  them  though. 

We  remained  on  Pickett  three  days  and  enjoyed  ourselves 
hugely  swimming  and  Skiff  riding  and  stealing  or  to  use  the 
Soldier  phrase  we  cramped  potatoes  melons  etc.  The  only 
drawback  we  experienced  was  our  troubles  with  the  musquetoes 
which  were  in  abundance  as  the  grounds  were  marshy. 

The  third  night  about  2  Oclock  A.M.  we  were  aroused  by 
what  we  thought  at  first  to  be  a  volley  of  muskettry.  I  beat  the 
long  roll,  the  Regt.  formed  in  Battleline  waiting  anxiously  for  the 
Rebs  to  show  themselves  as  we  supposed  they  had  attacked  our 
out  posts. 

After  the  lapse  of  twenty  minutes  of  silence  a  messenger  was 
sent  out  to  know  the  cause  of  the  firing.  It  turned  out  to  be 
nothing  but  the  falling  down  of  a  large  tree. 

The  boys  were  somewhat  disappointed  and  some  swearing 
was  indulged  in  because  the  Col.  had  made  such  a  fool  of  himself 
as  well  as  of  the  rest,  but  we  were  all  content  to  lay  down  again 
and  'twas  not  long  until  all  was  quiet  again. 

Several  hours  had  elapsed  since  the  last  occurrence  when  we 
were  again  startled  by  the  report  of  a  gun.  We  were  not  long  in 
finding  the  cause  of  this  disturbance.  It  seems  as  though  the  Col. 
was  not  quite  at  his  ease  since  the  first  alarm  so  he  to  be  sure  that 
the  guards  were  watchful  so  as  to  ward  off  a  surrpprise  if  one 
should  be  attempted  started  the  rounds.  He  had  passed  severed 
of  the  guards  (here  I  will  say  that  a  part  of  the  guard  lines  extend- 
ed into  a  swampy  place  which  was  thickly  overgrown  with 
timber.  [This  entry  was  not  completed.] 

1862.  Sept.  3.  We  of  4th  Devision  left  Memphis,  verry  warm  day, 
rained  that  Eve.  Sept.  4.  We  Camped  at  Rising  Sun.  it  rained 
slightly.  Sept.  5.  raining.  I  was  appointed  Drum  Major  of  32  Ills. 
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Sept.  6th.  Marched  to  Muddy  River  and  camped.  Sept  7.  Raining, 
boys  foraging  etc. 

Sept.  8th.  marched  and  camped  in  the  woods.  8  miles  from 
Bolivar.  Sept.  9.  reached  Bolivar,  and  camped  there  till  Sept  28th 
when  We  went  towards  Grand  Junction  &  camped,  on  the  Rail 
Road  5  miles  from  the  town.  Sept.  29th.  Marched  to  within  1  mile 
of  town,  when  We  were  ordered  to  change  fronts,  and  march  back 
as  the  Rebels  15  thousand  strong  were  working  around  us.  this 
was  half  past  ten  A.M.  We  marched  fast  made  one  halt  of  an  hour 
and  reached  Bolivar  at  8  P.M.  making  21  miles  in  8V2  hours.  J. 
Grubaugh  &  F.  Howell  of  Co.  F  were  taken  prisoners  at  that 
Skedadle.  also  others  out  of  the  Regt  and  Brig,  it  being  only  the 
first  Brig,  of  the  4th  Devis.  Nothing  more  of  interest  transpired 
until  Oct.  4  when  We  of  the  4th  and  2  Regts  of  2nd  Division,  68 
Ohio,  &  12  Michigan  marched  towards  Hatchee  River  25  miles 
distant  from  Bolivar.  We  reached  a  camping  ground  that  Eve.  3 
miles  from  Hatchee.  the  5  O.V.C.  had  a  Skirmish  and  took  some 
prisoners.  The  main  body  were  supposed  to  be  on  Matamoras 
hill,  half  a  mile  from  the  Hatchee.  Sunday  Oct  5,  1862.  Battle  of 
Matamoras,  or,  Hatchee.  Batteries  shelled  the  woods  early  in  the 
morn.  General  engagement  at  ten,  at  11  Our  Brig,  the  1st,  was 
ordered  in.  went  in  double  quick,  crossed  the  bridge,  drove  the 
Rebs  from  the  bluffs,  and  at  3  Oclock  P.M.  had  routed  the 
Enemy.  I  carried  of  woundes,  the  day  was  warm,  and  the  Old  4th 
with  the  68.  and  12.  done  nobly  and  fought  bravely. 

Oct.  8th  &  9th.  Marched  back  to  Bolivar.  It  was  pretty  warm  and 
my  old  Shoes  blistered  my  feet.  Oct.  11th.  Buried  Capt.  Allen  of 
Co.  B  who  was  mortaly  wounded  at  Hatchee.  Sunday,  Oct.  12th. 
We  were  Reviewed  by  Maj.  Gen.  Hurlbut  for  he  was  appointed  to 
Comd.  a  Corps.  Lawman  was  Our  Devision  Gen.  /  Gen.  Hurlbut 
bid  we  adieu  and  praised  the  Old  4th  Devis. 

Oct.  26.  Sunday,  a  slight  Snow,  commenced  building  breast 
works,  finished  them  the  29th.  fine  weather.  Nov.  1st  1862.  Sat. 
Reviewed  by  Genls.  Grant  Mcphearson  &  Lawman,  Col.  Pugh  of 
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41st  Ills,  Our  Brig.  Gen.  Nov.  3rd.  Mon.  Marched  towards 
Lagrange  in  company  of  2  &  3  Devisions.  Warm  days  but  cold 
nights.  I  lost  my  blankets  by  putting  them  in  the  wagon. 

November  4th.  Tues.  Arrived  in  Lagrange,  camped  in  the  bottom 
near  Wolfe  river  where  we  were  camped  last  summer.  The  whole 
Regt.  went  on  Picket.  Nov.  8th.  marched  11  miles  on  the  Holly 
Springs  road  to  Reconoitre  (that  is  the  whole  Devis.)  and  the  2nd 
&  7.  Ills.  &  7  Kansas  Cav.  Cleaned  out  the  2  Miss.  Texas 
Rangers,  Jackson  Cav.  killing  12,  wounding  &  capturing  near 
200.  While  Cav.  were  fighting,  Cos.  A  &  F  of  32.  were  sent  out  as 
skirmishers,  several  wounded  on  our  side.  Nov.  9th  Sun.  Marched 
back  to  Lagrange. 

Nov.  11th.  Tues.  Us  drummers  got  some  sheep  skins  and  com- 
menced making  drum  heads,  and  continued  for  near  two  weeks 
till  we  had  enough  made.  Nov.  23rd  were  reviewed  by  Gen. 
Mckean  Our  Devision  comdr  Lawman  having  gone  to  Memphis 
to  another  comd.  We  the  32  &  28  Ills.  58  Ind.  &  12  Wis.  were  put 
in  the  3  Brigade  comded  by  Col.  Johnson  of  28  Ills.  14  &  15,  46  & 
76  Ills,  were  put  in  the  2nd  Brig,  comded  by  Col.  Hall  of  14.  the  3 
Iowa,  47,  53, 103  Ills,  in  1st  Brigade  comd  by  Col.  Pugh.  Nov.  25. 
3  Brig  were  reviewed  by  Gen.  Grant,  weather  fine.  A  large  Army 
at  Lagrange  &  Gr.  Junction. 

Nov.  28th.  The  whole  Army  advanced  towards  Holly  Springs. 
29th  marched  in  the  town  about  8  Oclock  P.M.  Nov.  30th.  Rain- 
ing. Marched  towards  Waterford  expecting  to  fight.  We  were 
Reserves,  when  near  Waterford  heard  Canonading,  Rebels  falling 
back  to  Talla-Hatchee.  Camped  in  fields  several  miles  in  length, 
near  W-d.  verry  hard  rain  that  night. 

Dec.  1st.  Cloudy,  some  Canonading  and  Rebs  Evacuate. 
Tallahatchee.  the  scenery  of  the  camp  fires  are  sublime  tonight. 
Dec.  10th.  We  moved  camp  in  the  woods  nearer  to  Wd.  J)  I  got 
me  a  tent  and  put  it  up  and  made  a  fireplace  the  impression  was 
We  would  stay  some  time.  Dec.  11th.  Marched  towards  Tallahat- 
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chee  so  our  Winter  quarters  (for  that  is  what  the  Officers  said  our 
moving  on  the  1st  was  for  to  go  into  Winter  quarters)  did  not  last 
long,  passed  through  the  Rebel  Works  on  Tallah-e.  near  noon, 
which  are  on  the  the  south  bank  of  the  River,  and  are  only  Ac- 
cessable  by  the  Rail  Road  which  crosses  there,  or  the  Wagon  road 
which  has  been  built  there,  the  Swamp  which  is  near  a  mile  wide 
on  the  Northside.  Some  Earth  works  were  also  on  the  north  of  the 
river,  at  the  edge  of  the  Swamp,  commanding  the  large  field 
through  which  the  Rail  Road  runs.  We  no  doubt  would  have  had 
a  verry  hard  fight  if  Gen.  Steele's  getting  in  their  rear  had  not 
made  them  Evacuate.  About  2  Oclock  P.M.  passed  Aberville 
where  McArthurs  Devision  were  then  camped,  it  is  a  small  town 
on  the  R.R.  Sundown.  We  camped  on  a  creek  5  miles  from  Aber- 
ville and  about  the  same  from  Oxford.  Just  before  we  got  to  the 
creek  several  thousand  Rebel  Prisoners  passed  us  going  to  Holly 
Springs  guarded  by  a  part  of  the  20th  Ills.  Regt.  they  were  taken 
near  Oxford.  Dec.  12th.  marched  through  Oxford  at  ten  A.M.  it  is 
quite  a  large  and  fine  town,  not  many  troops  there,  marched  on  to 
Yocona  creek  9  miles  south  of  Oxford,  went  into  camp  there  at 
ten  P.M.  it  raining.  Dec.  13th.  moved  up  on  the  hill  from  the 
creek.  I  built  a  fireplace.  We  staid  there  until  the  21st  having  fine 
weather  plenty  to  eat  etc.  Dec.  20th  the  Regt.  was  on  Picket. 

Dec.  21st  moved  over  in  the  woods  near  Yocona.  there  was  a  Mill 
there  and  We  wanted  to  use  it.  I  built  me  another  fireplace  and 
We  fixed  up  to  stay.  It  was  there  We  heard  of  the  Holly  Spring 
raid  and  were  put  on  half  rations.  The  only  troops  there  was  the 
4th  and  3rd  Devisions.  Dec.  22nd  Started  on  the  march  North, 
passed  through  Oxford  and  passed  some  Devision.  (did  not  learn 
whose)  in  the  streets,  camped  on  the  5  mile  creek  at  sundown  and 
staid  over  the  23.  Dec.  24th.  marched  to  Tallahatchee.  Our  Regt 
was  the  advance  and  the  train  was  between  us  and  the  rest.  We 
got  there  at  1  Oclock  P.M.  it  was  dark  when  the  rest  arrived, 
camped  in  the  cotton  field  by  the  Works  North  of  the  river.  Dec. 
25.  Christmas,  put  up  tents  and  began  to  think  about  how  the 
folks  at  home  were  spending  the  day.  When  Orders  came  to  go  to 
Waterford.  started  at  four  P.M.  the  3rd  Brig,  the  rest  of  the  Devi- 
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sion  remained  at  Tallahatchee.  got  to  Wd  at  8  P.M.  distance  7 
miles. 

Dec.  26th.  raining.  We  moved  about  two  miles  north  of  Wd  to 
Lumpkins  Mill  and  camped  right  by  the  Rail  Road. 

Dec.  27th.  Started  the  mill  to  grinding  Corn  meal  and  had  corn 
bread  in  plenty  while  We  staid  there,  also  trains  foraged  near 
every  day  and  We  got  plenty  of  fresh  meat. 

Dec.  31st.  mustered  for  6  months  pay.  I  was  mustered  out  etc. 
Jan.  1,  1863.  New  Year  1st  day.  fine  weather,  had  Geese, 
Chickens,  Corn  Bread  etc.  to  Eat.  still  on  half  rations  but  plenty 
to  Eat. 

Jan.  3.  Col.  Logan  arrived  from  home. 

Jan.  4th.  Quinbys  &  Denbers  Devis.  passed  going  north.  Jan  6th. 
the  1st  and  2nd  Brigade  of  our  Devis.  passed,  also  Gen.  Logans 
Devision,  thus  leaving  us  to  bring  up  the  rear. 

Jan  8th.  all  of  the  Army  Stores  having  been  moved  from  Water- 
ford,  We  started  for  Holly  Springs  at  2lA  P.M.  raining  pretty 
hard  and  us  good  and  wet.  Reached  a  Cotton  Gin  at  the  edge  of 
town  at  8  P.M.  night  so  dark  could  not  see.  had  a  good  sleep  in 
the  Old  Gin.  Jan.  the  9th.  marched  in  town  and  camped  where  the 
101st  Ills,  were  Camped  or  had  been,  fine  day,  but  night  rainy. 
After  dark  several  houses  were  burning  pretty  close  to  camp. 
Soon  houses  were  burning  in  every  direction  and  continued  so 
near  all  night.  Double  guards  were  put  on  around  camp  &  Rolls 
called  to  see  if  any  were  absent.  Guards  were  put  all  over  the 
town  but  still  the  fire  raged.  Midnight  I  was  woke  up  by  calls  for 
the  long  roll.  28th  &  53rd  were  beating.  I  beat  the  roll  and  the 
men  formed  in  a  hurry  for  the  Enemy.  The  Col.  told  the  Officers  it 
was  for  roll  call  to  catch  the  absent.  A  large  fire  was  then  raging 
in  the  principal  part  of  town.  Jan.  10th  at  2  P.M.  We  (the  4th 
Devis.)  Evacuated  Holly  Springs.  We,  32  of  3rd  Brig.  &  14th  of  2 
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Brig,  were  train  guards,  the  train  being  in  advance  of  the  Devis. 
Reached  camp  at  Cold  Water  before  Sundown,  weather  fine.  Jan 
11th.  Marched  to  Moscow,  Tenn.  reaching  there  at  Sundown  & 
camped  east  of  town,  a  part  of  Logan's  Devis.  there.  Jan.  12th. 
Logan's  Devis.  moved  at  9  A.M.  for  Lafayette.  We  32nd  Ills,  had 
been  and  had  brick  bake  Ovens,  Shanties  &  plenty  of  boards.  We 
fixed  Ourselves  comfortable,  thinking  to  stay.  Jan.  13th. 
Weather  fine,  a  little  cloudy.  I  had  me  a  fire  place  made  in  my 
tent,  noon  and  Orders  came  to  march  to  Lafayette  to  camp  while 
Logan  went  into  Memphis.  Started  at  2  P.M.  distance  9  mi.  got 
there  at  sundown.  Logan's  Orders  had  been  Countermanded.  So 
We  started  back  to  Moscow  &  came  3  mi.  &  halted  for  night.  I 
put  up  my  tent  midnight  rained  &  most  of  the  boys  got  wet.  Jan. 
14th.  raining,  just  as  We  were  starting  mail  came  in.  I  receid  a 
letter  from  Father.&  a  lot  of  Stamps.  Teams  go  ahead,  a  good 
many  staul  and  have  to  be  unloaded  in  water  knee  deep  and  still 
rising.  Raining  verry  hard  the  boys  get  rails  to  put  the  tents  on 
unloading  them,  and  the  water  rises  and  runs  them  off.  I  and 
several  more  start  across  to  the  rail  road,  on  doing  so  have  to 
wade  knee  deep  in  the  cold  water  for  some  distance,  cross  several 
large  drains,  last  one  the  rail  broke  letting  me  get  a  ducking, 
reach  the  R.  Road  and  have  good  walking  to  camp  where  We  ar- 
rived at  3  P.M.  Camp,  west  of  Wolfe  river,  1  mi.  from  Moscow,  as 
river  bottom,  so  flooded,  can  not  cross,  verry  disagreeable, 
ground  wet  &  soft.  We  make  fire  &  dry  our  clothes  a  little. 

Jan.  15th.  Wake  to  find  3  inches  snow  &  still  snowing,  pretty 
hard  &  all  of  Our  clothes  froze  stiff  etc.  Jan.  16th.  Cold  &  windy. 
4  inches  Snow,  draw  rations.  Have  orders  to  march  to  Lafayette 
(that  is  3rd  Brig  &  part  of  2nd  Brig.)  Send  Tents  etc  by  railroad 
as  roads  to  muddy,  start  at  lVi  P.M.  reach  there  at  sundown. 
Logan  still  there.  We  Camp  in  a  strip  of  timber. 2  V2  mi.  from 
town,  verry  cold.  I  make  up  a  big  fire  and  set  and  sleep  a  little  by 
it.  Jan.  17th.  not  so  cold  as  16th.  I  sleep  some,  nothing  unusial  to- 
day. Jan.  18th  1863.  Snow,  melting  some,  part  of  regt  on  Picket. 
We  draw  some  Rations.  We  of  mess  No.  2  forage  a  Sack  of  Sweet 
potatoes  etc.  Jan.  19th.  Raining.  Revillie  at  2V2  A.M.  start  but  it 
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is  so  dark.  &  raining  so  hard  have  to  wait  till  daylight.  When  We 
start  for  Colier  Ville,  having  to  wade  over  knee  deep  in  Water  in 
many  places,  the  water  being  verry  cold  &  making  Our  legs  & 
feet  ache.  Arrived  here  looking  like  drowned  rats  and  half  froze  at 
4  P.M.  No  tents  so  we  were  let  quarter  in  the  houses  &  I  with  Co. 
F  got  in  a  Shoe  Shop  with  a  large  fireplace  &  dried,  eat  supper, 
and  had  a  jolly  time  &  also  slept  good.  Jan.  20th.  Cloud  & 
misting.  Tents  arrive  &  I  put  mine  up  on  the  camp  ground  on  the 
R.R.  near  the  Depot.  Draw  grub.  Jan.  21st.  I  build  me  a  fireplace 
and  fix  my  tent  up  comfortable,  the  Boys  get  a  hog  &  sack  of 
Sweet  Potatoes,  weather  Cloudy.  Reed  to  papers  from  Father 
and  Wrote  him  a  letter.  On  the  20.  Logan's  Devis.  started  for 
Memphis. 

Thurs.  Jan.  22nd.  Cloudy  &  cool  part  of  day.Washed  my  clothes, 
nothing  unusial. 

Jan.  Friday  23.  Cloudy  &  misting.  Wrote  to  Aunt  Sarah  &  Cos 
William.  7  Kansas  Cav.  had  a  fight  with  Guerrillas  8  mis.  south 
of  here,  several  wounded  and  were  driven  back.  Jan.  Sat.  24th. 
Raining.  Cav.  went  Out  to  where  the  Skirmish  was  23.  We  signed 
the  payrolls  today.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Chas.  Belk  for  Andrew. 

Sunday.  Jan.  25,  1863.  Cloudy,  drawing  Rations,  all  quiet  at  Col- 
ier Ville,  Tenn.  with  the  exception  of  Rain.  32nd  had  dress  Parade 
this  Evening.  7  Kansas  Cav.  leaving  for  Germantown.  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  A.T.  Scovel  etc. 

Jan.  26th.  Mon.  Rained  some  last  night.  Cloudy.  Regt.  on  Pickett 
today.  Cos.  William  called  to  see  us  on  his  way  back  to  Memphis. 

Jan  27th.  Revelie  at  4  A.M.  and  the  men  in  line  at  5  A.M.  till 
daylight,  expecting  an  attack  by  Cav.  We  had  Dress  Parade. 

Jan.  28th.  Sun  Shining  but  cool.  Put  some  Hides  to  soak  for 
Drum  heads.  Some  Breastworks  were  thrown  up  near  the  Depot. 
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Jan.  29th,  Thursday.  Clear  &  fine  day  but  cool.  Regt.  on  Pickett 
today  &  Train's  gone  a  foraging.  Firing  of  Guns  on  Pickett  line  of 
and  on  through  the  night,  two  Picketts  of  the  12th  Wis.  reported 
shot.  I  Wrote  to  Bro.  Rufus  today.  Orders  for  Revelie  at  5  &  M 
every  morn  etc.  Our  Forage  train  is  attacked  this  Afternoon,  the 
53  Regt.  and  some  Cavalry  have  gone  out.  Jan.  30th.  Sunny  and 
warm.  We  have  been  paid  two  months  Pay  for  July  &  August.  I 
received  $24.00  and  paid  G.  Davis  $2.  back  pay  for  the  Watch. 
Cos.  Thomas  paid  me  $5.00  I  have  in  Pockett  $27.00.  Our  forage 
Train  came  of  all  right  Yesterday  etc. 

Jan.  31st.  Cloudy.  I  sent  two  Dollars  to  Memphis  by  Cos.  Thomas 
for  2  Combs,  1  Looking  glass,  2  Hankerchiefs,  some  thread  &  a 
drum  cord.  Raining  this  Eve.  had  1  shirt  washed. 

Feb.  Sunday,  the  1st,  1862.  [1863]  Clear.  Regt.  on  Pickett.  Cos. 
Thos.  brought  me  the  things  I  sent  for  and  some  thread  &  Sta- 
tionary. Total  cost  $2.00  D.  Rations  5  day. 

Feb.  Mon.  the  2nd.  Clear  &  warm.  I  Wrote  to  Bro.  Edward.  Had 
dress  Parade. 

Feb.  3rd.  cool,  nothing  Unusial  today  everything  dull. 

Feb.  the  4th,  Wendsday.  It  is  Snowing  a  pretty  fast  Snow,  it  com- 
menced at  3  P.M.  Regt.  on  Pickett. 

Feb.  5,  Thurs.  cold.  Drawed  5  days  Rations. 

Feb.  6th.  Friday.  Revilie  at  five  A.M.  and  orders  to  march.  We 
left  Collier  Ville  at  8  A.M.  and  marched  3  miles  &  camped  on  the 
R.  Road.  We  are  in  21  mis.  of  Memphis.  It  is  cold  &  the  ground 
covered  with  Snow  and  the  marching  tiresome.  I  made  another 
fireplace  etc. 

Feb.  7th,  Sat.  The  Sun  is  shining  and  the  Snow  is  melting  off  of 
the  ground. 
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Feb.  8th,  Sunday.  Warm  &  mudy.  Snow  all  gone.  We  moved  into 
the  17th  Iowa's  camp  as  they  left  for  Memphis  this  morning.  I 
made  me  another  fire  plaice.  We  still  guard  the  R.  Road. 

Feb.  the  9th,  Mon.  Werm  &  Windy.  I  received  a  letter  from  Bro. 
Edward  and  Answered  it.  raining  slightly  this  eve.  drawed  Ra- 
tions. 

Feb.  10th,  Tuesday.  Raining.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Emma. 

Feb.  11,  Wends.  Rained  in  the  morning. 

Feb.  12,  Thurs.  Cloudy  some  rain. 

Feb.  13th,  Friday.  Cloudy.  My  discharge  arrived  today.  I  went  to 
Collier  Ville  and  up  to  the  12th  Wis. 

Feb.  14, 1863,  Sat.  Raining.  I  made  Out  my  finale  Statement  &  ex- 
pect to  start  home  tomorrow.  I  gave  $2.  for  a  shotgun. 

Feb.  15,  Sun.  ready  to  start  home,  day  cloudy  &  cool  etc.  I  got  on 
the  12  Oclock  train  and  reached  Memphis  at  a  quarter  to  2  P.M. 
went  to  the  Pay  Master  and  can  not  be  paid  till  tomorrow.  I  have 
put  up  at  the  Germania  house  (near  Gayosa). 

Feb.  16,  Mon.  Cloudy,  it  is  IOV2  A.M.  and  not  paid  yet  still  at  the 
G-house.  I  was  paid  off  at  2  Oclock  P.M.  I  recei'd  $140.50  cts.  I 
paid  the  hotel  keeper  $1.00. 1  gave  a  $1.25  for  a  pockett  book,  and 
paid  $5.00  for  my  passage  to  St.  Louis  and  50.  cts  for  some  provi- 
sions, total  $7.75  cts.  I  also  have  $29  for  Andrew  &  $12  for  A.  T. 
Scovel  and  $10  for  I.  Hildebrand. 

Feb.  1 7.  Raining  &  cold.  We  passed  Fort  Randolph  and  pillow.  I 
am  on  the  J.T.  Perry  a  verry  slow  Boat  and  she  is  crowded. 
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Feb.  18.  Wends,  cloudy  &  cold,  passed  Tiptonville,  Tenn.  &  Point 
Pleasant,  Mo.  We  laid  up  all  last  night  on  account  of  the  fog.  We 
left  New  Madrid  at  2  P.M.  and  reached  No.  10  at  5.  started  from 
there  at  a  quarter  to  4  P.M. 

Feb.  19,  Thurs.  Raining.  We  passed  Columbus  at  midnight  and  at 
5  A.M.  I  bought  65  cts  worth  of  grub. 

Feb.  20,  Fri.  clear  &  warm.  We  are  now  at  Chester,  111.  80  mi.  to 
St.  Louis. 

The  Last  page  of  the  diary  is  worn  from  being  carried  in  the 
pocket  of  his  coat  and  partially  illegible.  There  exists  one  memen- 
to from  Johnson's  later  service  in  the  135th.  This  memento  is  a 
pass  to  St.  Louis  countersigned  by  Captain  S.  G.  McAdams  on 
September  2,  1864.  The  back  of  the  pass  states: 

"If  found  on  Almond  Street  under  any  circumstances,  in  any 
low  saloon  where  'beer  jerkers'  (low  women)  are  kept,  dance  house, 
or  house  of  ill-fame,  this  Pass  will  be  taken  up,  and  the  holder 
thereof  will  be  arrested,  imprisoned,  and  reported  by  the  Officer  of 
the  Guard,  at  these  Head  Quarters." 

By  Order  of  Colonel  J.  H.  Baker,  Commanding  Post  of  St. 
Louis. 
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